Ormesby St Michael Parish Council

 Minutes of Ormesby St Michael Parish Council AGM held on 
Tuesday 9th June 2026
Present: Councillors: R. Swanston J. Walker G.Bensley
Chairman: Richard Myhill.
Clerk: Stephanie Davies

Apologies for Absence
Cllr J.Shrimplin, Cllr A.Lanham, Cllr A.Alderman
Declaration of Interest

None
The meeting was opened by the Chairman who welcomed attendees.
Approve Minutes of AGM June 2025
 The minutes were then confirmed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman. Proposed Councillor Walker, seconded Councillor Swanston.
     Matters Arising
· Election of Chairman: Councillors voted unanimously to return Cllr. Richard Myhill as Chairman.  Proposed Cllr. Walker, seconded Cllr. Swanston.
· Election of Vice Chairman: Councillors voted unanimously to return Councillor Robert Swanston as Vice Chairman. Proposed Cllr. Walker, seconded Cllr. Bensley.
 
Annual Review
· An address summarising the events of the previous year from Cllr. Swanston was given to and commended by councillors. (See appendix 1).
Any other Business: 
· There being no other business the meeting was concluded.
Appendix 1

Annual Review 2025-2026 presented by Vice Chairman Cllr R.Swanston
The perennial issue of speed and speeding dominated the business of the Parish Council (PC) during this review period. Following parishioner representations, the PC again lobbied the Norfolk Highways and Norfolk Police for a reduction in the 50-mph limit to 40-mph, but this was declined by Highways.
In September PC Martin attended the meeting to discuss speeding issues. The Ormesby Smokehouse had been approached to remind its customers, particularly motor cyclists on Full Throttle Thursdays, to respect the speed limits. PC Martin indicated that he hoped to attend in the village in the coming months with a mobile speed camera. The PC remains committed to addressing road safety issues in the village.

The reduction of policing in the village remained an issue. PC Martin acknowledged the community concerns but, as always, it was an issue of funding. An improvement was anticipated but not assured.

Overgrown trees and vegetation hampering footpaths remains a challenging issue. The PC has reported several issues to the relevant authorities, in some cases in response to parishioner complaints. In the main, the issues are resolved, and the PC is committed to keeping the parish roads and footpaths clear.

Major resurfacing of the Rollesby Bridge was completed at the beginning  of the year. More recently minor repairs to the Old Bridge involving the replacement of damaged timber were undertaken.

In October, an AED defibrillator was attached to the front of the village hall. This is a valuable piece of equipment for the benefit of the community.
The poor state of repair to the village sign was a concerning issue. Whilst a Community Grant was possibly available, it meant the PC matching the grant on a  pound for pound basis. The PC does not have such funds. Step forward our own councillor, Graham Bensley, who kindly offered to undertake the repairs on a materials cost’s basis only. A great outcome was achieved, and the PC extends it tanks to Cllr Bensley for his hard work.

The PC remains greatly indebted to Eilish Rothney of Norfolk Wildlife Trust and her team of volunteers for their hard work in maintaining the picnic area to a high standard. The PC is disappointed that Essex and Suffolk Water has withdrawn the funding of the opening and closing of the site. This may be capable of resolution by future negotiation.

The PC extends its thanks to Ricky Lanham for his grass cutting services. His successor is in the process of being appointed.

Appendix 1 continued
The PC continues to provide an annual grant from its funds towards the maintenance of the burial ground within the village.

The PC remains wholly committed to represent and to look after issues raised by the parishioners in our very fine village.

Robert Swanston 

Vice Chairman

